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The	 20	 years	 of	 civil	 war	 between	 the	 government	 and	 the	
Liberation	Tigers	of	Tamil	Eelam2	took	place	mainly	in	northern	and	
eastern	Sri	Lanka,	home	 to	a	 significant	number	of	 ethnic	Tamils.	










Also	 in	2003,	 the	government	of	Sri	Lanka	declared	 its	goal	of	
becoming	a	mine-free	country	within	three	years.	The	expansion	of	
capacity	 needed	 to	 meet	 this	 goal	 is	 progressing	 more	 slowly	 than	
anticipated,	forcing	the	date	to	be	set	back.	Total	clearance	of	high-
priority	areas,	however,	is	achievable	in	2007.	







Contributing to Progress 
in Sri Lanka
by	Liz	Wegman	[	People	to	People	International	]
This article highlights the activities of People to People International in Sri Lanka. As part of its 
commitment to Sri Lanka, PTPI not only assisted in the clearance of high-priority minefields, but 
also provided aid following the 2004 tsunami. Today, PTPI remains dedicated to helping the of 
Sri Lankan people.
restore	arable	 farmland	was	urgent.	The	demining	team	cleared	two	
minefields	of	341	mines,	 and	 farmers	have	 subsequently	 returned	 to	
the	land.
Next,	 the	 team	 moved	 12	 miles	 (19	 kilometers)	 northwest	 of	
Jaffna	 to	 the	village	of	Siruvilan.	Sri	Lankan	 security	 forces	 seized	


























Once	 the	field	was	demined,	 it	was	put	 to	
use	 immediately	 for	 planting,	 grazing	 and	
transit	to	other	agricultural	areas.		
Several	 schools	 in	 the	 same	 area	 were	
situated	 on	 or	 near	 LTTE-laid	 minefields,	
with	 no	 records	 available	 of	 where	 mines	
were	laid.	Mine	removal	within	these	fields	
required	total	clearance	to	a	depth	of	about	
six	 inches	 (15	 centimeters).	 In	 the	 Illavalai	
area,	74	mines	were	removed	from	an	area	of	
1,218	square	meters	(0.3	acre).	
The	 final	 project	 for	 the	 PTPI-funded	
section	 was	 at	 the	 Manthikai	 School	 in	
northeast	 Jaffna.	 There,	 an	 SLA	 minefield	
crossed	 a	 path	 that	 was	 used	 by	 over	 400	
schoolchildren	each	day;	clearing	it	restored	
confidence	in	safety	to	the	local	residents.
Eisenhower	 returned	 to	 Sri	 Lanka	 in	
2005.	While	it	was	difficult	to	see	the	physi-
cal	 effects	 of	 the	 progress	 made	 by	 PTPI’s	
demining	team,	the	effects	of	the	2004	tsu-









In	 less	 than	a	year,	 three	new	schools	were	
built	 in	 the	 Jaffna	 region.	 Eisenhower	 and	
Bright	returned	a	 third	time	 in	April	2006	
for	the	schools’	dedication	ceremonies.


























The government of Sweden provided US$800,000 to the Organization of American States to sup-
port demining work in Nicaragua. The grant will also support a mine-risk education program, 
“Safe Step without Mines,” and rehabilitation/reintegration services for landmine victims.
Operations made possible by the grant from the Swedish International Development Agency 
will be coordinated through the OAS Mine Action Program. The donation will advance the 
Nicaraguan National Demining Plan by about 90 percent. 
The OAS reports that, in 1990, more than 550,000 Nicaraguans lived within five kilometers 
(three miles) of a landmine-infested area; currently, fewer than 45,000 people live under 
those conditions.
The OAS is considering an expansion of rehabilitation and social reintegration programs 
because of strong financial support from nations such as Canada, Italy, Norway, Sweden 
and the United States. If enlarged, the programs would not only serve greater numbers in 
Nicaragua but also neighboring Honduras.
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